Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.129; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
The title molecule, C 13 H 11 NO 3 , a natural compound extracted from Phellodendron chinense, exhibits a near planar framework: the mean deviations from the furo [2,3-b] quinoline ring system and from the whole molecule (not including the H atoms) are 0.006 and 0.062 Å , respectively.
Related literature
For the anti-HIV properties of furoquinolines, see : Wang et al. (2009) ; Cheng et al. (2005) . For a related furoquinoline structure, see: Napolitano et al. (2003) .
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Comment
Furoquinoline is a planar unit, and its derivatives have been found to be potent anti-HIV compounds (Wang et al., 2009; Cheng et al., 2005) . In the course of exploring new anti-HIV agents, we obtained a natural product, 4,8-dimethoxyfuro[2,3-b] quinoline, from phellodendron chinense. Here we report the structure and isolation of title compound. The title molecule crystallizes in space group Pbca, which is different from that of the closely related 4,7,8-trimethoxy- Napolitano et al., 2003) . There are no classic hydrogen bonds in the crystal structure of the title compound.
Experimental
Phellodendron chinense (500 g) and 85% ethanol (1 L) were added to a 2 L flask. After refluxing the mixture for 5 h, the mixture was cooled to 300 K and filtrated. After the filtrate being condensed to 100 mL in water bath, the remains were extracted with ethyl acetate and dried over Na 2 SO 4 . After removing the solvent, the crude product was purified by a silica gel column using hexane/acetone, 3/1, as eluent, to give the title compound (1.10 g). Then the compound was dissolved in THF, and colorless crystals were formed on slow evaporation, at room temperature over one week.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically calculated positions and refined using a riding model with C-H = 0.93 (for aromatic H) or 0.96 Å (for methyl groups), with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C of methyl). 
